Effects of chronic treatment with imipramine, trazodone and electroshock on the behavioural and electroencephalographic modifications induced by clonidine in the rat.
The influence of some typical and atypical antidepressant drugs on the EEG and behavioural effects of clonidine has been studied. The results indicate that chronic administration of imipramine or of electroshock led to the abolition of the behavioural depression and of the EEG synchronisation induced by clonidine. Chronic administration of trazodone was without effect. These results support the hypothesis that chronic treatment with imipramine and electroshock elicits a down-regulation of noradrenergic presynaptic receptors. These structures seem to be largely unaffected by trazodone, which could have a favourable effect on depression through its influence on beta-adrenergic receptors and on the 5-HT system.